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Our

mission…

The Mount Sterling
Co m m u n i t y Center
will provide opportunities for the people of Mt. Sterling
and the surrounding area to enrich
their quality of life.

“Fun, friends, faith, and firming our skills” have been the
catch words used to describe
what’s happening with the
children at the Mount Sterling
Community Center in 2011.
The After-School and Tutoring Program leaders and
volunteers worked with up to
30 students in kindergarten
through 5th grades.
These
students met every Monday,
Tuesday, and Wednesday
while school was in session
(October through the following April). This program met
a variety of needs, and specifically focused on homework,
tutoring, and learning to treat
one another with respect.
Our Spring Day Camp was
built around the book “Have
You Filled a Bucket Today?”,
by Carol McCloud.
Thirtysix children in grades Pre-K
through 5th grade discovered
that they (and everyone else
in the world) carry around an
invisible bucket that needs to
be filled with encouragement,
kind words, and caring. We
let them know that God created us to need this kind of
love AND to give it to others. Our goal has become

Donna Phillips tutoring a student in the
After-School Program

to fill the bucket of every child
who enters the center and to
encourage them in turn to become Bucket Fillers!
Volunteer Sharon Bailey led
twelve youth in the sewing
class, another activity of the
After School Program.
These
children learned to sew a variety of items: lap robes, pillows,
handbags, dresses, blouses and
quilts. The youth visited Sterling Place, an assisted living
facility, and presented each
resident with a lap robe and pillow. The sewing season ended
with a style show, which allowed
each participant to model his/
her favorite items made during
the course of the class. Family
members and friends were impressed by the skills the youth
had gained from this experience!”

As your co

Volunteer

Spotlight!

Linda Ridgeway and Youth

Linda Ridgeway: Linda
has lived in Derby for 40
years and retired from
Nationwide
Insurance
company as a programmer support technician in
1999, when she became
legally blind.
Reading and listening to
audio books are a favorite
past time and she loves
to share her Christian
faith with others. After a
left leg amputation in December, she returned to
her receptionist position
at the center two days a
week.
Linda faces adversities
with a strong faith and
mastered her prosthesis
quickly; she especially enjoys answering questions
from the children who
visit the center. Her smile
and sunny disposition are
a blessing to everyone!

Church Partnerships.

Many individuals, business, and churches support the center. We
would like to thank all those who make financial and material donations, as well as those who volunteer their time and
effort on behalf of the center. The Freewill Baptist Church is
featured this month. It has been one of our partners in Christ
since 2002 and is recognized for it’s many volunteer hours
and donations.
Pastor Densil Wright leads
his congregation for Sunday School at 10:00 AM, worship on Sunday mornings at 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM, and Wednesdays at 7:00 PM.

Financial News.
The center is funded from donations made by businesses, churches, civic organizations, and many individuals and grants. We are
grateful and appreciate all the donations made to the center. Donations may be made online at our web site through pay pal or
sent directly to the center.
The center received a grant through Target to establish an enrichment focus for the After School Program and pre-schoolers whose
families visit the food pantry.

Activities Update!
*Open Gym Volleyball has resumed on Mondays from 7:00 PM
- 9:00 PM.
*GED Classes have resumed on Mondays and Thursdays from 6:00
PM - 9:00 PM; no fee or appointment is necessary.
*Free Aerobic Exercise Class, “Grace to Be Fit”, is offered for
men and women ages 18 and over on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM.

World Wide Web.
Internet savvy? Connect with the Mount Sterling Community Center by visiting the official web site at www.mountsterlingcc.org.
Here, you can learn about upcoming events, programs offered,
volunteer opportunities and the numerous ways you can contribute to the Center. The Center looks forward to hearing more
from local residents about programs in which you have a special
interest.
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ommunity grows...
Programs Highlight.

The Valentine’s Day party was held in February, with Bill Bragg and “The Professors” band providing
the music. Approximately 105 folks attended! Food, dancing, door
prizes and lots of classic music from the 60’s provided ongoing
entertainment throughout the evening.
The 4th Annual Women’s Wellness Day was held in March. The
Theme was “Happy Hearts and Healthy Minds- Depression and
Stress Management.” Guest speakers included Dr. Linda StoerScaggs, Ph.D., and Reverand Sue McClelland. A silent auction and
fashion show took place and vendors participated, as well. Sixtyeight people were in attendance.
The Easter Egg Hunt was held in April. Over 300 people participated! Entertainment included games, pictures with the Easter
Bunny, punch and cookies, and coloring and crafts that depicted
the arrival of spring and the meaning of Easter.

Youth Sewing Projects

The center is now one of over 1200 Ohio Benefit Bank sites throughout Ohio. OBB sites are
available for community members to find assistance programs such as health care coverage and
food assistance. Individuals and families can meet with a trained OBB counselor to discuss and
apply for available programs. The center has five food pantry volunteers trained as counselors for
the Ohio Benefit Bank.
The Center is very grateful to the Jerry Merritt and Joy Merritt Clarity families for the refurbishment of the Pennington-Merritt shelter at Veteran’s Field. A rededication ceremony
took place on June 7th with members of the Earl Merritt and Cecil Pennington
families, friends, and community members in attendance. All enjoyed a time of reflection, food and fellowship.
Summer children’s programs began in June- with the “Kid’s Garden Program” on
Tuesdays. On Wednesdays, the “Agent’s in Action Program” was held, and included
stories, crafts, and games. “Water Play Day” was held on Thursdays, which included sprinklers, a baby pool, and a visit from the local fire department’s water tanker!

Giving Thanks.
The MSCC board would like to thank Bonnie Stump for her service to the center
as Fund-raising Chairperson, 2002-2004 and as a board member, 2004-2011. The
center appreciates the time and efforts she has put forth on its behalf.
Bonnie
continues to serve on the fund-raising committee and volunteers for day camps
and other youth activities.
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Food Pantry Update.
Statistics from January to June: the food pantry served an average of 112 house-

holds and 383 individuals each month, with 33,845 pounds of food items from MidOhio Food Bank.

Although the vast majority of products are purchased from the Mid-Ohio Food Bank, others provide
some goods distributed at the Food Pantry. Local
churches, schools, and organizations conduct food
drives and many individuals purchase sale items
to donate.
For some, it is part of their “tithe”
to provide toiletries or other items to the Pantry.
Each week, members of the Southwest Community
Church of the Nazarene deliver racks of bread,
buns, and rolls that are donated by local distributors. These day-old and leftover baked goods are
a welcome addition to the baskets of our clients.
The clients at the Food Pantry are as varied as the
products they take home. The only thing clients
have in common is that their food budgets do not
stretch to cover a whole month. We serve many
singles, many elderly, and many families. The families have babies, teenagers, stepchildren, grandchildren, and cousins. Some families are headed by
two parents, and some by a single parent. There are
stories of unemployment, illness, and death. Families separate, cars break down, the rent is raised.

164 East Main Street
Mt. Sterling, Ohio 43143

p. 740.869.2453
www.mountsterlingcc.org

The price of gas goes up, and so do utility
costs. Long-term disability takes a middle-class
family to the edge of poverty- and hunger.
Within all the struggles, however, are the stories of blessings
and triumph... the
generosity of families taking in one
more person, the
camaraderie that
comes with shared
rides to the pantry, the whispered Linda Ridgeway, Volunteer & Heidi Fletcher,
of Mt. Sterlingclient...a
Public Librarynew
“God Bless You” from Director
a departing
job, the completion of chemotherapy, a graduation, shared remembrances about a friend...traded
recipes, shared experiences, an encouraging word
to get someone through the day....Each week I
am reminded that the experience of the Food
Pantry is not about the ‘givers’ and the ‘takers’.
Rather, it is about the cooperative spirit that
brings individuals together to form a community.
~ written by Joy Bishop, Food Pantry Volunteer

